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INTRODUCTION

Seven years after the last update, the Italian Military Geographic
Institute publishes the third edition of the Toponymic Guidelines for map edi-
tors and other editors, according to the auspices of the United Nations.

Since 1959 the U.N. asked all the member States for providing in defini -
tion or in reorganization of their own official toponymy, aiming to support
commerce, tourism, international trades, safeguard of the cultural heritage of
the people, defense of the environment and humanitarian operations.

Italy, after a first work realised in 1987 thanks to the initiative of the
Italian Association of Cartography and to the care of its first compiler, Prof.
Sandro Toniolo, proposes now this text in accordance with the U.N. advices
and in the attitude of a renewed istitutional care, which marks out the work of
the whole Roman-Hellenic Division of the United Nations Group of Experts
on Geographical Names (UNGEGN), chaired by Doctor Engineer Salvatore
Arca, Director of the Upper School of Geographical Sciences of the |.G.M.1.,
and stimulated in our Country by Doctor Andrea Cantile and Lieutenant-
Colonel Giovanni Orru.

The work, preliminarily presented during the 22 Session of the
UNGEGN, New York 2004, comes now to this new edition with a detailed
updating of contents, acknowledging so what emerged during the above said
international assizes.

In particular, besides the insert of a wide appendix, which includes the
index maps of the official Italian maps at scale 1:100000, 1:50000 and
1:25000 (in the two distinct series “ 25" and “ 25V”), the updating has con -
cerned especially the rich normative production in matter of toponymy, pro -
duced by State, by Regions and by Autonomous Provinces which, in the ambit
of the respective legislative competencies, during the years have expressed
special care towards geographical names and, more in particular, towards the
subject of protection of the historical linguistic minorities present on our ter -
ritory.

Many thanks again to Prof. Sandro Toniolo for his ever well-disposed
willingness, renewed also in this occasion with profusion of precious hints, to
the editor of this new version, Doctor Andrea Cantile, for the careful work of
revision and documentation, to the translators, and to all those who have wor -
ked for it, so that our Country could express in the best way its contribution
according to the U.N.” s deliberations.

The Commander of the |.G.M.I.
Major General RENATO DE FILIPPIS
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